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Deay, Reades,

Thank you for picking up Volume 2! For this issue, the passage in
Ezekiel 47:9 stood out to our team as a message of hope that we
want to convey.

“And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will
live,And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms
will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there,
that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live
where the river goes.”

The CIJR Editorial Team is standing together in our belief that the
water that comes from the throne of God inside His temple brings
restoration and life to everything it comes into contact with. We
believe that this river is Jesus. From this water, comes God’s love
and mercy which we truly need in this present time of flux and
changes.

We pray that you, as well, will discover this river of life.

Editesial Team,
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BY FLEUR MYHILL AND ANNA-LISA REITINGER

Vision of Restored Hope

Restored Hope is a new Counselling
ministry that YWAM England is starting
for Women— especially women who
are seeking help in difficult times of un-
wanted pregnancies, working through
an abortion, PAS or miscarriages. The
vision is to bring hope and life to the
women and their babies, hence the
name “Restored Hope,”. We believe
God can free us all from ANY despair
and grief and bring “Beauty out of Ash-
es” Isaiah 61:3.

Our God is a God of miracles, who is
desperate to show His burning love for
us, and to restore the areas in our lives
that bring us shame and guilt. He wants
us to understand our Identity and value
in Him.We are not made to live in re-
gret, self-hatred or shame, God wants
us out of these and invites us into what

Hays Conference Centre where they attended
the SPUC (Society for the Protection of
Unborn Children) National Conference

He promised throughout the whole
Bible. He is faithful and will restore us
back to wholeness when we place our
lives in His hands trusting that He has
the best plans for us. There’s nothing
too shameful for God, this is why we
are doing this ministry.

In September, our team went to a
SPUC (Society for the Protection of
the Unborn) Conference in Derby-
shire to connect with people who are
already doing a lot in this field. It was
encouraging to meet people who were
advocating for both lives and coun-
selling women in these situations. We
could receive advice for our new min-
istry and understand more how to help
women.We would like to say thank you
to them for being a blessing in these
first steps of starting our ministry.

Why did you start this ?

Fleur’s Story

My name is Fleur Myhill, | am 22 years
old and | have been a missionary with
Youth With a Mission (YWAM) in Lon-

don for almost 4 years.

Growing up, my confidence would fluc-
tuate and there were times in which | felt
hopeless. But when | really came to God
in my greatest times of need, He always
responded giving me grace and prom-
ises of restoration. As | have seen God
continue to work in my life, | know that
He can do the same for other women..
Earlier this year, | had two significant
dreams from God. One was of a wom-
an in despair, kneeling on the ground. |
knew that it was a word that | would
help women in their times of desper-
ation. The other dream represented

IDENTITY IN GOD

RESTORED
HOPE

PROVERBS 231:8-9

something new coming; that | would be
giving birth to. God also gave me the
passage in Isaiah 61. Still | had no idea of
what was yet to come.

Why did you start this:
Anna-Lisa’s Story

My name is Anna-Lisa, | am from Ger-
many and | am 30 years old. After en-
countering God in a life changing way
and leaving my normal job in the med-
ical sphere behind, | found my place in
YWAM and have been working with it
for over 4 years.

| work mainly with Counselling because
| believe that Jesus can bring hope, heal-
ing and restoration to people in the
most terrible and hopeless situations. |
have been experiencing this first hand
and have been witnessing the same with
people around me.Today, | feel the call to
be God’s instrument of healing for the
broken hearted and the destitute.

Same as Fleur was quoting earlier in
Isaiah 61.

| have this desire for a while in my heart
to start a ministry focused on women.
Earlier this year; things started to fall into
place and God opened so many doors.
He has been leading us step by step to-
wards working with women who are
having difficulties in their pregnancy, who
went through a termination, or who are
facing trauma or abuse - all related to
this topic. Knowing that Jesus is the de-
fender of life, the one who gained victo-
ry over death and who we can put our
identity in, | declare that there is hope
for everyone.
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“l did not see this coming!
Just a few years ago | had never

heard the term

and | would never have guessed that it
would be politically weaponised.”

Gendesy ldentity, Politicy

(I want to be very clear: this article does
not aim to provide any guidance for the
pastoral care of someone experiencing
uncertainty, or dissatisfaction with their
sexual identity.)

But now, Sky News reports:

The Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust (UK)
offers gender identity services for children
under 18, with some patients as young as
three or four years old. They now have a
record number of referrals and see 3,200%
more patients than they did 10 years ago -
with the increase for girls up by 5,337%.

The numbers of children and young
adults requesting sex change proce-
dures is still relatively small, but the
extraordinary growth patterns point to
an epidemic. What impact is it likely to
make! Some people who transitioned

years ago have begun to speak up:

Ruby is now 21 but first began identifying
as male at |13. After taking testosterone
her voice got a lot deeper, she grew facial
hair and her body changed. She had been
planning to have surgery to remove her
breasts this summer.

However, in May, Ruby voiced the grow-
ing doubts she had been harbouring and
made the decision to come off testosterone
and detransition to identify as female.

“l didn’t think any change was going to be
enough in the end and | thought it was bet-
ter to work on changing how | felt about
myself, than changing my body,” says Ruby.

BY LYNN GREEN

Charlie Evans, 28, was born female but
identified as male for nearly 10 years be-
fore detransitioning.

The number of young people seeking gen-
der transition is at an all-time high, but we
hear very little, if anything, about those
who may come to regret their decision.
There is currently no data to reflect the
number who may be unhappy in their new
gender or who may opt to detransition to
their biological sex.

Charlie detransitioned and went public
with her story last year - and said she was
stunned by the number of people she dis-
covered in a similar position.

“m in communication with 19 and
20-year-olds who have had full gender re-
assignment surgery who wish they hadn't,
and their dysphoria hasn’t been relieved,
they don't feel better for it she says.

Considering the growing number of
people wanting to detransition, or at
least wishing they hadn’t started the
process, it is surprising that some of the
proponents of gender transition have
not suggested caution, or that more re-
search should be done. They claim that
even talking about detransition is trans-
phobic. To me, that suggests that this is
not primarily about helping people, but
it must be part of some strange, pos-
sessing ideology. Gender identity has
been made a political weapon.

If you would like to read more, quotes from the Sky News article are taken from:
https:/lwww.google.co.uk/amp/s/news.sky.com/story/lamp/hundreds-of-young-
trans-people-seeking-help-to-return-to-original-sex-1 1827740

Credit : Hannah Willerding
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There is so much publicity on this sub-
ject that you might think it is very com-
mon for babies to be born with unclear
sex identity, so | looked it up. Some say
that as many as one in 2,500 children
cannot be identified at birth as either
male or female, but others say it is not
that high, but closer to one in 5,000.
This has become a major social issue,
not because it is a biological reality, but
because it is a consequence of a politi-
cal philosophy.

Different shades of that political philos-
ophy dominate the liberal arts courses
of our universities and have done so
for a generation. Now they are being
worked out in everyday social mores
and in law.

In 2007, Christopher Dummitt was one
of the first academic authors to make
the case that gender is not primarily
a biological issue, but that it is socially
constructed. He recently wrote a hum-
ble confession in Quillette magazine
where he admitted that, “The problem
was, and is, that | was making it all up.”

His article is important and revealing,
so | am quoting it at length:

When the American Historical Association
surveyed the trends among major fields of
specialization in 2007, and then again in
2015, the single largest field was women’s and
gender history.This was right up there with so-
cial history, cultural history, and the history of
race and sexudlity. Each of these fields shared
the same worldview as | did—that just about
every identity was a social construction.
And, that identity was all about power.
(My added emphasis.)

Back then, quite a few people disagreed with
me.Almost nobody who hadn’t been exposed
to such theories at a university could bring
themselves to believe that sex was wholly a
social construct, because such beliefs went
against common sense.That’s what makes it
so amazing that the cultural turnaround on
this issue has happened so quickly. Reasona-
ble people might readily admit that some—
and maybe a lot—of gender identity is social-
ly constructed, but did this really mean that
sex doesn’t matter at all? Was gender solely
based on culture? Yes, | would insist.And then
| would insist some more.There’s nothing so
certain as a graduate student armed with
precious little life experience and a big idea.

And now my big idea is everywhere. It shows
up especially in the talking points about trans
rights, and policy regarding trans athletes
in sports. It is being written into laws that
essentially threaten repercussions for anyone
who suggests that sex might be a biological
redlity. Such a statement, for many activists,
is tantamount to hate speech. If you take
the position that many of my *90s-era de-
bating opponents took—that gender is at
least partly based on sex, and that there
really are two sexes (male and female), as
biologists have known since the dawn of their
science—uber-progressives will claim you
are denying a trans person’s identity, which is
to say, wishing ontological harm upon anoth-
er human being.

But what | can offer is a mea culpa for my
own role in all of this, and a detailed critique
about why | was wrong then, and why the

radical social constructionists are wrong now.
I once made the same arguments that they
now make, and so | know how they are mis-
taken.

A friend and | did a long, high-altitude
hike this past summer in my home state
of Colorado and we finished our week
in a beautiful resort town.As we trudged
the final mile up the main street, which
was busy with tourists, | saw a young
boy wearing lipstick and eye-shadow;
then | saw another a bit farther on,and
the another. | was full of questions |
couldn’t ask the boys or their parents:

Why? When did it start? Was there a
triggering event? Does he wear make-
up every day? Is he receiving therapy
and puberty blockers? What was your
response initially? Before he started
trying to look more like a girl, did he
have a friend of friends who had led the
way? Was he bullied by peers, or reject-
ed by an adult?

As the book and lectures | have cited
explain, this ideology is a re-packaging
of Marxism and an all-out attack on the
nations that have produced the great-
est individual freedom, opportunities
and prosperity in human history.

As we resist this toxic ideology, we
must also treat each person with empa-
thy and respect. So, let me be very clear:
this article does not aim to provide any
guidance for the pastoral care of some-
one experiencing uncertainty, or dissat-
isfaction with their sexual identity.

We are allowing an ideology that de-
stroyed millions of lives in the 20th
century to resurrect itself and don new
clothing. Now we are experimenting
with the lives of millions of children. If
the influence of the ideology continues
to grow, the chances of this turning out
well are nil.

If you would like to read the rest of that confession, it is available online: https://quillette.com/20 1 9/09/ | 7/i-basically-just-made-it-up-confessions-of-a-social-

constructionist/

(A book by Stephen Hicks, Explaining Postmodernism, helped me understand the ideology/philosophy behind this thinking.
Another very good source of context is a 43-minute video by Jordan Peterson https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlLoG9zBwLQ )



BY ROSANA ESCOBAR LISTE

None of the following is intended to be a personal attack on any person of any gender preference or sexual orientation.
| see all such persons with the love and respect in accord with human dignity.

Society in general and the West in par-
ticular has been going through a shift
of worldviews. Concepts and parame-
ters are no longer seen as universals,
rather they are personal and subjective.
On one side, this could be desirable to
include and protect groups that were
once ignored and/or oppressed. Still, we
consider that it's important to analyze
the roots and implications of different
rising views before normalizing them.
We should be intentional in assessing
the beliefs that are shaping us and that
will be foundational for the generations
to come.

For instance: “Same-sex marriage or
civil partnerships”; “No-fault divorce”,
which does not require a showing
of wrongdoing by either party to
allow the dissolution of a marriage;
“Abortion” being considered a human
right, even when its up to term and
without a cause; “Assisted” suicide; etc.

What is Gender Ideology?

Under the protest of those who
criticize the categorization of new
gender ideas as an ideology and see
them just as a perspective, we want
to clarify that our classification is
based on our understanding of the
nature and source of the movement.

Gender Ideology is a set of antiscientif-
ic ideas which, under political goals, de-
tach human sexuality from nature and
explain it only by culture. Its activists
declare that sexuality and sexual iden-
tity are aligned to “self-perception” and
cultural constructs, not rooted in ob-
jective reality and scientific knowledge.

They have an ambitious plan to tran-
scend the traditional binary system of
gender (male and female), affirming that
there is no essence in being a man or
being a woman, since those would only
be cultural constructs.

Ironically, under the banner of diversity,
inclusion and tolerance, gender ideolo-
gy imposes the dictatorship of relativ-
ism by creating laws which penalise any
action that contradicts its principles.
With the backing of the State and un-
der a global agenda of social engineer-
ing and cultural deconstruction, the
ideology pushes and labels its dissidents
as intolerant and homophobic.

The roots of Gender Ideology:

We see Gender ldeology as being
connected to the New Lefts; the
Third-wave Feminism; the LGBT lob-
by; the abortion and euthanasia lobby;
some philosophical ideas and also
to some ‘“scientific’ experiments of
“sexual reassignment”’, among others.

I-The New Left is a development on
the premises of Marx and Engels, which
located the origin of Women’s Oppres-
sion in the rise of Class Society. When
Marx wrote The Communist Manifesto in
1848, ideas of women'’s liberation were
already a central part of the revolution-
ary socialist theory, what we can see in
the publication: The Origin of the Family,
Private Property and the State (1884).

Engels’ theory of women’s oppression
rested in the relationship between the
sexual division of labor and the mode
of production. For instance, they ar-

gued that women in pre-Class society
were able to combine motherhood and
productive labor. But after those times,
women would have been subdued by
men through the monogamous nuclear
family, no longer having economic au-
tonomy.

During that period, they didn’t attack
the family directly because they be-
lieved the way to change society was
through a revolution that would attack
the Base of the Social System, which
was the Economic level, not the Cultur-
al one (as shown in the picture above).

IO AsK FREEDOM
OR WOMEN Is NoT
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After the Il World War, there was a
big shift. The proletariat was financially
comfortable and convinced to keep
the status quo without any interest in
Revolution. In this scenario, the Left
went through a Strategic and Political
Conversion.

SUPERSTRUCTURE

The School of Frankfurt with authors like
Marcuse, Gramsci, Althusser among
others developed a new analysis of
society, in which the transformation
would come by a cultural revolution.
With this change, the workers would
no longer have the protagonist role,
the bourgeois students of Universities
would take the frontlines and liberate
society.

Marcuse published “Eros and Civiliza-
tion” (1955), in which he said that the
project of the New Left was the destruc-
tion of the Actual. He proposed Arts
and not Science, the Imagination and
not a clear thought. One of his famous
phrases was: “Let’s be realistic and ask
for the impossible”.

Years later, with the development of
these thoughts, the world witnessed
a two-month period of civil unrest
through France punctuated by demon-
strations, major general strikes, and the
occupation of university factories.

In this so called “French Cultural Revolu-
tion” of May 1968, they no longer fought
for the Macro-Economic Change, but
vindicated for liberties in the private
spheres, denounced all discrimination
and imperialism; and rebelled against
authorities.

They defended a new moral and sexual
freedom, feminism, egalitarian educa-
tion, ecologism, anti-nuclearism, and an-
ti-militarism among other things. Some
of their banners were: “Imagination at
Power”; “Make Love, Not War”, “For-
bidden to Forbid”, “They decree the
state of permanent happiness”,

Shapes

“Accumulate anger”,“The Sacred, there
is my enemy”, “Take your desires as re-
alities”, etc.

Today,all these ideas are more ingrained
in our society and support all sorts of
“liberations” from the “oppressive tra-
dition society”.

2- The third wave of Feminism
In the first wave of Feminism (1848-
1920), the claim was to give women
political equality and actually achieve
recognition for their value as women.
Those were mainly known as the suf-
fragettes.

On the second wave (1963-19807%), the
claim was social equality, which would
be achieved, in their views, with financial
and legal autonomy from men. Believ-
ing that the “The personal is political”’
(Kate Millet 1934-2017)

(and ains)

Left Page: Credit - Harris & Ewing, 1917
Right Page: Credit - Malhar Mali



The third wave (1991 — now), has gone
deeper and deeper in their claims and
actually, the Feminism of the 3rd wave
is also known as a Feminism without the
Woman or even Post Feminism. They
intend to “liberate” society from the
oppression of the traditional patriarchy
and imposed social constructs of sex
and gender.

Simone de Beauvoir wrote:

“One is not born, but rather becomes,
a woman’”’ (The Second Sex, 1949).
Monique Wittig said: “VWomen don’t
exist”;“[...] The category of sex is the
product of a heterosexual society in
which men appropriate for themselves
the reproduction and production of
women, and also their physical per-
sons be means of a contract called the
marriage contract” (The ‘Straight Mind’
and other essays, 1992). “...by its very
existence, lesbian society destroys the
artificial (social) fact constituting wom-

en as a ‘natural group’.” (One is not born
a woman, 1980)

Judith Butler said: “If the immutable
character of sex is contested, perhaps
this construct called ‘sex’ is as culturally
constructed as gender; indeed, perhaps
it was always gender, with the conse-
quence that the distinction between
sex and gender turns out to be no dis-
tinction at all.” (Gender Trouble: Feminism
and the Subversion of Identity, | 990).

She even declared “that the transvestite
‘effectively mocks both the expressive
model of gender and the notion of a
true gender identity’”

Leonor Silvestri combats the hetero-cap-
italism and one of her sayings is “Prolif-
erate up till the absurd the psyco-sex-
ual anomalies” (free translation from
“proliferar hasta el absurdo las anomalias
psyco-sexuales” from Foucault para ancap-
uchadas, 2012). She stated that moth-
erhood presented an obstacle for the
equality of women with respect to man
and the modern development of soci-
ety. The problem that constitutes this
“biological burden” had to be solved by
means of contraception and abortion
and, in time, lesbianism”.

3- LGBT lobby. This activist move-
ment has been increasing in power and
visibility over the past 50 years. It began
with the riots at the Stonewall Inn in
New York in 1969. A year later; homo-
sexuals and self-identified transgender
men and women held “Gay Pride”
marches in New York, Los Angeles and
Chicago.

Since the Stonewall riots, many activist
groups have been established and have
been working to change sexual para-
digms in many countries through their
power of influence in popular culture,
education, business, politics, religion,
etc.

They have been lobbying for a change
of language that transcends the tradi-
tional binary system of sexual identity
and embrace a spectrum of gender
categories. In 1996, their initialism was
extended to LGBTI! or LGBTIQ to in-
clude the “Q” standing for queer (ques-
tioning their sexual identity) and the “I”
for intersex, but the gender categories
keep on being created. At the moment,
the United Nations recognizes |12
genders and Facebook in the UK gives
71 genders options, including asexual,
polygender and two-spirit person.

Who is financially supporting
Gender Ideology?

The Rockefeller Foundation, the Ford
Foundation and the Foundation of Bill
and Melinda Gates, the Open Society
of George Soros, Planned Parent-
hood, among others. It receives also
the political support of international
organizations like the United Nations,
UNESCO, UNICEF, the World Health
Organization, the Convention of the
Rights of the Child, World Bank, LGBT
lobby, etc.

Some personal conclusions...

“when the foundations are being de-
stroyed, what can the righteous do?”
(Psalm 11.3)

| believe in respect and love for all
human beings beyond their sexual in-
clinations, preferences and ideologies.
However, | see our foundations are
being shaken as the giants of confusion,
immorality and injustice rise up against
us.

| cannot just witness the destruction of
the pillars of personal identity and the
substructure of our civilization, which
is constituted by Family, Education,
Science, Religion, etc. | must speak up
against the dictatorship of relativism
and defend the Freedom of Speech, Be-
lief and Conscience from its attackers.

| must denounce the financial pressure
that international organizations are
using to pressure vulnerable countries
into abiding by their ideological agendas
and how Countries in the West are ex-
tending their power and control to the
private sphere and enforcing Gender
Ideology.

Paivi Rasanen,a Christian Democrat
MP is a high profile example of the
pressure Christians are suffering into
renouncing their principles.After the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland
participated in the Helsinki LGBT
Pride in June, she posted on Facebook
a photograph of Romans 1:24-26 and
wrote “How does the foundation of
the church’s teaching, the Bible, fit with
elevating sin and shame as reasons for
pride?”.This was enough to motivate

an investigation for Hate Crime
(Helsinki Times) (1)

Another case was of James Caspian, an
English Psychotherapist, who specializ-
es in working with transgender people.
He submitted a proposal to Bath Spa
University to conduct a research about
“detransitioning” (regarding people
that had transitioned to their preferred
gender but regretted it and had decid-
ed to “detransition” to their birth gen-

der). The university ended up turning
down the proposal stating that: “attack
on social media may not be confined
to the researcher but may involve the
university.” (The Telegraph) (2)

There is a growing pressure to com-
promise with the Status Quo and re-
main silent. The price for going against
the trend is to be labeled homophobic,
fascist or retrograde or even worse, to
be sent to prison. But not everything is
lost.We need to stand firm in this bat-
tle for our children and the generations
ahead. We must put our faith in the
one Who is calling us to persevere and
Who is faithful to restore everything.

End Notes

(1) https:/iwww.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/
domestic/ | 6687-police-open-investigations-into-social-me-
dia-posts-of-al-taee-raesaenen.html)

(2) https:/lwww.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/02/19/pro-
posal-research-trans-regret-rejected-university-fear-back-

lash/)

Rosana Escobar

has had a pastoral role in

the UK Parliament since 2008.
She has worked across party
lines, inspiring Christians in the
government to see the missions
within the halls of Westminster.
Rosana is one of the co-coordi-
nators of the Centre for Interna-

tional Justice and Reconciliation.
The CIJR is the bridge of various
YWAM grassroots initiatives and
the larger international body of
the United Nations.



Gendes,

EXAMINATIONS FROM A SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVE

Like many political and social issues
currently dominating our headlines,
gender ideology has seemingly taken
centre stage overnight. In an age where
personal freedoms, equality and indi-
vidual rights are rigorously promot-
ed and supported, social and political
agendas with subjective claims will have
wide scale impacts on foundational so-
cietal norms. Thus, it is imperative to
understand and examine those beliefs
which have the potential to shape our
future, as well as those of generations
to come.

Since the 1950s and 60s, the changing
landscape of gender and sex has mor-
phed from a mainly biological frame-
work to a social, psychological and po-
litical construct., Dr John Money coined
the term ‘gender identity’ by borrow-
ing the term ‘gender’ from linguistics
to differentiate between sex (biological
determinant of being male or female)
and gender (psychological and so-
cial construct of internal sex identity
concerning what one thinks, feels and
believes about being male or female).
(ref.1,2) This distinction between sex and
gender effectively separated what had
always been considered a longstanding
and foundational principle of belief in a
unified body, soul and spirit.

Science has long supported the bina-
ry classification of human sexuality as
demonstrated in the physical reality of
life around us. Every human cell con-
tains a set of genetic instructions in
the form of DNA, which is organised
into chromosomes. Of the 23 pairs of
chromosomes contained within each
human cell, one pair determines sex —
males contain an X and Y and females
contain two X’s. Every chromosome
contains a set of genes that code for
specific proteins, which ultimately de-
termine the traits that are expressed

BY KIM RATHOD

within that individual. The expression
of traits and development of the body
are regulated by innumerable pathways
generally involving a series of com-
plex gene and protein interactions. An
overview of the genetic organisation is
shown in Figure 1. (3)
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Image adapted from: National Human Genome Research Institute.

Genetic information, in the form of DNA, is
arranged into chromosomes, which are locat-
ed within the nucleus of the cell. Each chro-
mosome contains a set of genes comprised of
sections of DNA that code for specific proteins.

It was discovered in the early 1990s
that one specific gene located on the Y
chromosome, the SRY gene (sex-deter-
mining region of theY chromosome), is
the primary gene responsible for sex
determination. (4,5 During week four of
gestation, the embryo develops gonadal
rudiments, which have the potential to
become either testes or ovaries. (6) The
presence and expression of SRY initi-
ate the development of the male-spe-
cific testes from the bipotential stage
while simultaneously suppressing the
ovarian-determining pathway, and the
absence of SRY leads to development
of the female-specific ovaries. (7,8,9)

Solencid

The expression of SRY triggers a cas-
cade of events: the SRY protein upreg-
ulates the expression of SOX9, which
in turn induces Sertoli cell (specialized
testis cells) differentiation, which then,
in conjunction with another protein
SF1, signals the production of AMH, the
hormone which causes regression of
the Miillerian duct (which would other-
wise form the female genitalia). (10,11,12)
Alongside these events, differentiation
of the Leydig cells, another specialized
testis cell, occur and they begin secret-
ing testosterone, which stimulates the
formation of the male genitalia. (13) Fig-
ure 2 shows the general mammalian sex
determination pathway. (14)

There are a host of other genes and
proteins involved in the process of tes-
tis and ovary differentiation, which are
the hallmarks of male and female deter-
mination, respectively. What has been
observed and studied in humans, as well
as some mammalian models, predom-
inantly mice, is that if there is any de-
viation in any of the genes, proteins or
cells involved in the sex determination
pathway, then the resulting phenotype
will generally be some form of inter-
mediate or ambiguous genitalia. Any
congenital condition associated with
atypical development of chromosomal,
gonadal or anatomical sex is termed a
disorder of sex development (DSD), of
which the overall incidence is | in 5,500
(0.018%). (15)

It is important to distinguish that indi-
viduals who are born with a DSD ex-
hibit a rare biological deviation from
the human binary sexual norm, which
differs from individuals with a normal
genotype and genitalia who identify as
transgender. (1¢) Individuals who identify
as transgender are those whose feelings
and perceptions of their gender do not
align with their biological sex. (17)
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An overview of the mammalian sex determination pathway. Note the presence of SRY initi-
ates the formation of testes from the bipotential gonad, where as the absence of SRY leads to
development of ovaries. The remaining sex characteristics develop as a result of the interac-

tions of various genes and proteins.

While many people argue that gen-
der identity is genetically determined,
behaviour geneticists have established
through the study of epigenetics that
gene-environment interactions influ-
ence and develop human traits. Twin
studies are one of the ways that scien-
tists determine the influence of genes
and environment on a particular trait.
(18) In regards to transgender stud-
ies, Dr Milton Diamond published the
largest transsexual twin study in 2013
in which 110 twin pairs, concordant
or discordant for transsexuality, were
examined. (19) The study found that
only 28% of the identical twins were
concordant for transsexualism, demon-
strating that post-natal environmental
factors have a significantly larger influ-
ence than genetic factors on one iden-
tifying as transgender. (20)

Upon examining the scientific frame-
work for gender ideology, it can be
concluded that the scientific fields sup-
port the binary system of human sex-
uality. Being created male and female
allows for unique and complementary
differences between the sexes while
also providing a means for reproducing
the human species.The alignment of an
individual’s gender identity with one’s
biological sex is not only important and
beneficial for the individual’s wholeness
and well being, but also for the flourish-
ing of society.

Kim Rathod holds a Bachelor
of Science degree in Biology

and a Master of Arts in Teaching
degree with a secondary biology
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from Winthrop University. She
was a licensed educator teach-
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The document further described the
behaviour of the CBRUK representa-
tive, Christian Hacking, as,“detrimental
and unreasonable” In response to
the 3 October Council intervention,
Hacking writes:

“Today we sought to educate the Waltam-
stow on the redlity of the abortion. Only to
be told by Walthamstow council that our
behaviour was ‘unreasonable’ and ‘detri-
mental’ and that we needed a permit.You
tell me what’s unreasonable or detrimen-
tal? Educating Walthamstow constituents
on the redlity of what Stella supports or
supporting an MP who calls ‘abortion a
human right upto [sic] 28 weeks’, and is
quite willing to forcefully shuts down any-
one who suggests otherwise.”

The events and response following the
Waltham Forest Council intervention
ignited a huge movement against all
expressions that favour life. The BBC
also derided the campaign of CBRUK
in a mock sketch because pro-life
sentiments seem to no longer have a
place in this society.

Talented Christian Actress

Out of A Job

Another incident of discrimination
happened earlier this year to rising
West End actress, Seyi Omooba. Upon
her casting as Celie in the Leicester
production of the musical, The Color
Purple, on 14 March 2019, she was
immediately dismissed from her role
because of a tweet that mentioned her
Facebook post 4 years ago where she
expressed her agreement with the Bib-
lical View of Marriage and sexuality (6).

The actor, Aaron Lee Lambert wrote:
“@Seyiomooba Do you still stand by
this post? Or are you happy to remain
a hypocrite? Seeing as you've now been
announced to be playing an LGBTQ char-
acter, | think you owe your LGBTQ peers
an explanation. Immediately.”

On 15 October, Omooba’s agency,
Global Artists, encouraged her to re-
cant her statements or else she would
no longer be allowed in the show. Be-
cause Omooba did not, the agency later
informed her that they would no longer
be representing her.

Since then, the actress sought for other
representation, to which other agen-
cies responded negatively towards her
saying, “Homophobia is illegal. It is not
a matter of faith.” She had two choic-
es, either renounce her faith, or no
longer work as an actor in the UK. In
response to the discrimination against
her, Omooba filed a case to expose this
injustice and for other Christian artists
not to have to face the same discrimi-
natory practices.The actress said:
“When | received the email that | was
going to be dropped from the cast, | was
heartbroken. The agency told me that |
would receive financial compensation, but
I am not in this for the money. For me it's
not about the money or my face — it was
about telling and expressing Celie’s story, as
linterpret it as a performer, because that is
what | love to do.

“Yet the theatre and the agency gave me
the choice of either losing my career or
renouncing my faith. | could not do this, not
even to save the career that | love.”

#ChristianPrivilege?

With these 2019 cases of violation of
Freedom of Belief and Conscience in
the UK. and Freedom of Expression,
it is arguable that #ChristianPrivilege is
either diminishing or non-existent. The
views of the Social Media majority and
Traditional Media platforms dictate that
Biblical Christian values are “trigger (8)”
points that are tied with hate speech
and intolerance towards women, mi-
nority groups, and the LGBTQ+. Our
values are constantly monitored and
our beliefs need to fall in line with the
“politically correct” norm lest we injure,
or even question the foundation of cur-
rently accepted social mores, in the case
of abortion.

Perhaps, the idea that Christians held
a privileged position in society is no
longer valid one, considering the sys-
tematic silencing of Christian voices
in the public sphere. If what we write
on social media and the values that
we fight for — such as the value of
an unborn, living child — are under
intense scrutiny, then, we'd need to be
prepared for further encroachments
to our Human Rights.

S THREATENED IN SWEDEN

BY ANDERS CARLSSON AND MARTIN NORDLING

In Sweden, after a long effort to re-
strain religion and faith to the private
sphere, we see as an unfortunate con-
sequence that a majority of Swedes
don’t understand faith and its expres-
sions. A secular ideal is twisting Free-
dom of Religion into being understood
as freedom from religion. With a great
emphasis on “tolerance”, intolerance
has grown in a broad spectra of issues.

In 2019, Sweden was under the Uni-
versal Periodic Review, an inspection
on the status of Human Rights of
member states of the U.N. Youth With
A Mission, with its Special Consultative
Status with the UN Economic and So-
cial Council, serve as a stakeholders,
and in June, presented a report written
by our local YWWAM team in Linkoping,
Sweden. In this report we summarized
the main points of the Official Report
to the UN:

Confessional Schools

In Sweden, privately run schools are al-
lowed to have confessional elements as
long as those elements are optional and
the schools follow the government’s
curriculum. The voluntary nature of
the confessional elements makes the
teachings virtually the same as the
ones from government-run schools.

However, a few reported problems in
some Muslim confessional schools[1]
have made the current administration
promise to stop any new confession-
al schools from being established. This
contradicts the rights of the parents,
as stated in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, article 26, to “have a
prior right to choose the kind of edu-
cation that shall be given to their chil-
dren”.The current system is not pro-
tecting their right as the availability of
confessional schools is stymied.

Freedom of Conscience

for Medical Practitioners

In the medical field, there lies a prob-
lem with the lack of Freedom of Con-
science. Based on principles, some mid-
wives object to participate in abortions,
and exemptions were considered a nat-
ural right since the legalisation of abor-
tion in Sweden. But in 2006, there was
a change in the work description. Since
then, new exemptions no longer were
granted[2]. Of those affected were two
prospective midwives who had their
exemptions denied.

They both went to court, and lost.
Now, they are appealing to the Europe-
an Court of Human Rights, while work-
ing as midwives in Norway.

Legal Security of Muslim
Converts to Christianity

Muslims who convert to Christianity
are at severe risk of persecution and
death in their home countries. Swedish
authorities recognise these issues, and
they have declared they would not de-
port any convert. Some people falsely
claimed to convert in order to receive
asylum, which creates a problem. As a
consequence, the Swedish authorities
try to discern the genuineness of peo-
ple’s faith.

Unfortunately, according to a 2019 re-
port that examined 619 cases of Afghan
converts[3], the Swedish Migration
Board has a weak understanding of reli-
gion and conversion: their practices are
not based on reliable methodology, they
exhibit unreasonable differences be-
tween comparable entities, and they do
not comply sufficiently with internation-
al law and Human Rights conventions.
This creates a lack of legal security.

Photo : Midwife Linda Steen
Credit : YWAM linkoping




Our society and especially the church
is going through an unprecedent time,
in which we are facing very difficult
and complex decisions to make, in re-
gard with topics about Gender, Free-
dom of Belief and Conscience, and
Freedom of Expression.

From a Biblical standpoint, “Love and
mercy” are the only things that are
non-negotiable at all. In Romans 8:35
it says, “Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword?” The
strategy of the world is to separate us;
that is why it is extremely important
to fight for “unity in love,” which is Je-
sus’ model.

The question is: how are we going to
do that?

There is no right or wrong answer.
We'd need a “supernatural” interven-

BY JOSE MARIA LISTE

tion that goes beyond human knowl-
edge or wisdom. Human wisdom and
love both failed to achieved their pur-

pose to bring solutions in this world.

Therefore, we need to long for God’s
intervention during these times. Per-
haps, we have to do things that we've
never done before or even doing
them in a different way. We also need
a higher level of “supernatural peace”
that helps us to bring solutions to the
problems that have rapidly come to all
of our nations.

Let’s try to open our eyes to see
the “unseen,” and realise Ephesians
6, “For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rul-
ers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heav-
enly realms.”

| hope that by reading this magazine
your eyes may be opened into the
“unseen.”
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